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Introduction: Addiction comes from the
Latin verb “addicere”, to give or bind a
person to one thing or another. Generally
used in the drug field to refer chronic,
compulsive, or uncontrollable drug use, to
the extent that a person (an “addict”) cannot
or will not stop the use of some drugs. It
usually implies a strong psychological
dependence and physical dependence
resulting in a Withdrawal syndrome when
use of the drug is stopped ’. Prescription
drug abuse is the use of a medication
without a prescription, in a way othe
prescribed, or for the experience or feelin

elicited. The consequences of this abuse

which led him to a critical condition of

Pseudoaneurysm in the right groin.

Case report: An 18 years boy was brought

in the orthopedic OPD on stretcher with pain

ever,

amily history he
and was brought up by his
obvious reason of swelling was

iven by the patient or his guardian.

On general examination patient was fully
conscious, well oriented in time and place.
His vitals were intact, icterus absent, pallor

positive and a febrile.

.4 Figure 1 Grossly Swollen Right Lower Limb

SEAJCRR JULY-AUGUST 2(4)

ISSN ONLINE: 2319-1090

Page 250



Fortwin-Phenergan combination induced Pseudoaneurysm —A Drug Addiction | [2013]

Case Report

Dr.Ramesh Narula et al

He was able to flex and extend his toes and
ankle also to some extent but was unable to
lift the lower limb or bend the knee after 30

degrees of flexion. Signs of inflammation

Figure 2a-Scar marks in L

were positive. There were multiple scar
marks on the body. They were quite

prominent in the groin on both sides

(Figure 2a and 2b)A

Figure 2b- Scar mark in Right Groin

Figure 3: Scar marks on Medial aspect of left ankle
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Scar marks were also seen on the left ankle
(Figure 3). Dorsalis pedis, posterior tibial,
popliteal and femoral arteries were normal
in the left lower limb but could not be
palpated on the affected side. Capillary fill
Sensations were normal.

was normal.

Patient was thus admitted for investigations.

Hemoglobin was 8 gm %, CRP positive,
ESR raised. Liver function and renal
function tests were within normal li

ray pelvis with both hip joints —~AP view,

right femur, knee, leg and ankle were
normal. MRI of right thigh (Figure 4)
revealed well defined heterointense lesion in

antero-medial causing marked

splaying and emoral vessels.

suggestive of pseudo-aneurysm.
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Figure 4: MRI of Right Thigh

SEAJCRR JULY-AUGUST 2(4)

ISSN ONLINE: 2319-1090

Page 252



Fortwin-Phenergan combination induced Pseudoaneurysm —A Drug Addiction | [2013]
Case Report Dr.Ramesh Narula et al
In two days of observation it was noted by Orissadiary.com current news also

the nursing staff and residents that this boy
is highly restless, has certain abnormal
behavior and also unable to sleep even after
tranquilizers. Hence a repeat history taking
was done with counseling .The guardian
then frankly admitted that he is a drug addict
and for more than two years he injects
intravenously Fortwin-Phenergan injections.
This case was then labeled as Fortwin-
Phenergan drug addict and psychiatrist
opinion was sought. In view of Pseudo
aneurysm he was referred to a higher

for needful.

Discussion: According to earch report

at dnxiety and sleep

disorders; and,Stim ts which are most

commonly presCribed to treat attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder 2. Our patient

was addicted to Fortwin which is an Opioid.

confirms the above statement and says that

many Yyouths particularly the college

students are in habit of taking Fortwin

injections. Medical _gkepresentatives and
medical the
ouths at a

d such

The

injections fro
that these inj

ergan  (Promethazine) is an
ntihistamine which is used clinically for the
emporary relief of coughs and upper
respiratory symptoms associated  with
allergy or the common cold. One of the
main characteristics of this drug is that it has
a sedative effect and also known to cause
euphoria *. This could be the reason that our
patient was taking this in combination with

Fortwin.

A Pseudoaneurysm, sometimes called
a false aneurysm, is a dilated artery or blood
vessel. This can form after an artery is

injured causing blood to leak and pool
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outside the artery’s wall. In a true aneurysm,
the artery or vessel is enlarged, but the
enlargement doesn’t result from an injury
and blood flows normally through the
aneurysm. This may occur due to a
complication of cardiac catheterization, in
which a catheter is inserted in the femoral

°. After catheterization

artery in the groin
femoral artery hematoma, arteriovenous
fistulas, or Pseudoaneurysm, are common
because of high pressure flow from the
vein

punctured vessel. Femoral

Pseudoaneurysm however is rare °.

Femoral Pseudoaneurysm is a serious

6 women, with ages fanging from 23 to 76

years (mean 39.6 gf€ars). Positive intra-
operative tissue Cultures were seen in 29
(85%), with 17 being pure growth of
Methicillin-sensitive Staphylococcus aureus
(MSSA). Twenty-four Pseudoaneurysms

involved the femoral bifurcation ’.

In a study focused mainly on
Pseudoanurysms  of intravenous drug
abusers done in Pakistan apart from groin
the other sites found were cubital fossa,

thigh, popliteal fossamand also clavicular

region. Similar tg of studies, most

of the patients be ounger age

MC criteria,
-Phenargan

(Promathazine) “combination is probable

doaneurysm.
on this, Pharmacist should not
ispense such drug that is under classified

rom drug of abuse without prescription.

Also pharmacist should check the drug of
abuse prescription and note down.
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